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Survivor – Always FREE

Current Residence:

Birmingham, AL | United States

Gender ID:

Woman

Crime Types:

Sexual Assault or Rape, Other:

Crime Geo:

OR

Crime Dates:

1994 – 1994

Case Status:

Reported but not investigated, Other explanation:

Interests:

Seeking additional investigation, Contributing to research, Informing

policy or law change, Raising public awareness, Identifying patterns

across cases

Target Pros:

Investigative Journalists, Podcasters, Publishers and Writers,

Academic Researchers, Law Enforcement Professionals, Policy

Advocates, Legal Professionals and Educators

Experience Summary

Brief Overview:

In 1994, when I was 42 years old, I was sexually assaulted by a stranger in a parking garage in
downtown Portland, Oregon. I was leaving work late and walking to my car when the attack
occurred. I immediately reported the crime to police and went to the hospital for examination,
cooperating fully with the investigation. Despite my efforts to work with law enforcement, the
case quickly stalled due to lack of physical evidence and witnesses.

The detective assigned to my case left the department six months later, and no one took over
the investigation. Over the years, I've made multiple attempts to follow up, but the case remains
officially open yet inactive. I've kept detailed records of all my interactions with police and
medical professionals from that time. Now in my 70s, I'm still seeking acknowledgment and
some form of closure for what happened to me thirty years ago.

Key Elements:

https://notjustone.org/


• Attack occurred in a workplace parking garage during evening hours, highlighting workplace
safety concerns
• Case was never properly transferred when the assigned detective left the department,
resulting in investigative abandonment
• Assault happened in 1994, before DNA databases and modern forensic techniques were widely
available
• I maintained detailed personal documentation of all interactions with authorities over three
decades
• Despite immediate reporting and full cooperation, the case exemplifies systemic failures in
stranger assault investigations

Systemic Issues:

The most significant failure was the complete breakdown in case continuity when my detective
left the department. There was no formal handoff process, no supervisor follow-up, and no
notification to me that the case had essentially been abandoned. The police department had
no centralized case management system, so my file just sat in a drawer. When I called for
updates, desk officers would often tell me they couldn't locate my case number or that
someone would get back to me – but no one ever did. The district attorney's office was similarly
unhelpful, saying they couldn't pursue a case with no active police investigation. This created a
bureaucratic dead end where each institution pointed to the other as responsible, leaving me
completely without recourse or even basic communication about my case status.

Timeline of Key Events:

• March 15, 1994: Assault occurs in downtown Portland parking garage; I immediately report to
police and go to hospital
• March 16-30, 1994: Initial police investigation begins; detective interviews me twice and
canvasses area for witnesses
• April-August 1994: Investigation stalls with no leads; detective becomes increasingly
unresponsive to my calls
• September 1994: Assigned detective leaves police department; no case transfer or notification
provided to me
• 1995-1999: Multiple attempts to contact police result in confusion about case status and
location of files
• 2000-2010: Periodic follow-ups with police and DA's office yield no progress; case remains
officially open but inactive
• 2011-2020: Limited contact with authorities; focus shifts to personal healing and
documentation of experience
• 2021-Present: Renewed efforts to seek acknowledgment and closure; researching legal options
and victim advocacy resources

Details and Context

Offender Description (optional):

The perpetrator was a white male, approximately 30-35 years old, about 5 feet tall with a
medium build and dark hair. He appeared to be familiar with the building layout, suggesting he



may have worked in the area or had prior access to the parking garage. The attack seemed
planned rather than opportunistic, as he waited in a concealed location and knew the garage's
blind spots.

Perpetrator Pattern:

Potential serial offender, Other pattern

Perpetrator Job, Role or Position:

Unknown

Institutional Affiliation:

Unknown

Method or Approach:

He was hiding behind a concrete pillar near my car when I approached. As I unlocked my door,
he grabbed me from behind and forced me to the ground between parked cars. He seemed to
know exactly where the security cameras couldn't see and had clearly been watching my
routine – he knew which car was mine and what time I usually left work.

Possible Connections:

Likely so

Evidence Status:

Official police reports, Medical records, Physical evidence

Institutional Response:

My employer initially offered to pay for counseling but became defensive when I suggested
improving garage security, claiming it would be too expensive. Law enforcement, as described,
completely failed in case management after the detective left. The hospital was professional
during the examination but provided no follow-up support or victim advocacy resources.

Impact and Outcomes

System Engagement:

Law enforcement, District attorney or prosecutor’s office, Victim services

Obstacles Encountered:

Insufficient evidence deemed by officials, Lack of resources for investigation, Evidence
mishandling or loss, Other

Current Status:

The case remains officially open but inactive with the Portland Police Dept. I last contacted
them in 2023 and was told the file still exists but no detective is assigned. The statute of
limitations has long expired for prosecution, but I continue to seek acknowledgment of what
happened and hope that advances in forensic technology might eventually provide new leads.
I'm currently exploring victim advocacy resources and considering requesting a formal case
review to document the institutional failures that occurred.

Broader Implications:



My experience reveals how institutional failures compound to create a perfect storm of
abandonment for survivors. The lack of proper case management protocols, inadequate inter-
agency communication, and absence of victim advocacy infrastructure in the 1990s created a
system where cases could simply disappear without accountability. This pattern likely affected
countless other survivors, particularly those without the resources or persistence to repeatedly
advocate for themselves. The broader issue is that criminal justice systems often measure
success by conviction rates rather than by how they serve survivors, leading to neglect of
difficult cases that lack immediate prospects for prosecution.

Professional Engagement Preferences

Communication Preference:

Personal Email, Personal Phone

Email:

sophiej@myemaildomain.com

Phone:

(555) 555-1212

Preferred App:

No selection, URL or Username:

Personal Website URL:

Other Contact Method:

Response Timeline:

Within 24 hours

Engagement Boundaries:

I prefer not to discuss graphic details of the assault itself or answer intrusive questions about
my personal relationships or mental health beyond what I’ve shared here.

Interview Preferences:

Written exchanges, Audio interviews, Video interviews, In-person meetings

Information Usage Guidelines:

Permission required before publication, Use of my actual name

Supporting Materials

Supporting Documents Availability:

I DO have supporting documents available

External References:

None of these

Demographics



Gender Identity:

Woman

Ethnicity:

White

Languages Spoken:

Current Age:

Age at Time of Crime:

40-44

Hair Color at Time of Crime:

Brown

Eye Color:

Brown

Marital Status:

Divorced

Family and Dependents:

None

Current Living Situation:

Own my home

Education:

Some college without degree

Religion:

Christianity, Spiritual but not religious

Political Affiliation:

Moderate

Employment Status:

Employed full-time
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